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NOTICE

The views, opinions, and conclusions in this report are those of 
the author and should not be construed as official Department Of 
Army positions or policy unless so designated by other 
documentation. 

Photographic items contained in this hard copy report may be 
restricted for use other than research.  It is the responsibility of 
the party using photographs from this study to contact the US 
Army Geospatial Center, Operations Directorate in order to 
ascertain clearance for use.

INTRODUCTION

A report of findings (which includes a GIS data package)  presents 
the results of an environmental historical photographic analysis of  
the former Guterl Specialty Steel Corporation (previously known as 
the Simonds Saw and Steel Company). The Hydrologic and 
Environmental Analysis Branch of the Operations Directorate was 
tasked to search, collect, and analyze historical photographic records 
and historic map data relative to the project area.

The GIS data package contains all findings derived from the 
historical photographic analysis. This hard copy report displays 
selected findings from features identified within the project area.  
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METHODOLOGY

The analysis presented in this report is 
primarily based upon interpretation of 
black and white aerial photography over 
the project area spanning 1938 to 2008. 
Stereo viewing was employed where 
overlapping photographs permitted its 
use. Significant features, derived 
through photo analysis, are displayed  
on selected photos in this study.  

Building names and numbers were 
derived from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers - Buffalo District and other 
available source documents.

Images and shape files contained in the 
GIS package are displayed in State 
Plane; Western New York  (FIPS Zone 
3103), NAD83 datum, GRS 1980 
spheroid, units in feet. Geo-rectification 
of imagery was employed via Erdas 
Imagine. Shape files were compiled in 
ArcGIS.

Simonds Saw and Steel Company in 1942.  Smoke plumes (center right) 
indicate that the furnaces of the steel plant are in current operation.

GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

23 April 1942                                                     
National Archives & Records Administration
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Page 5PROJECT AREA LOCATION
GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

Guterl Specialty Steel Corporation

Map source: U.S. Geological Survey (USGS Map Library), Reston, Virginia. 
Topography by photogrammetric methods from aerial photographs taken in 1972. Map 
field checked in 1973 and edited in 1980.

- General Location                
Project Site

Aerial Photographic Coverage                 
- Historical Photographic Analysis

September 2009 Final Report



HISTORICAL AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Page 6PHOTOGRAPHIC SOURCES

Entrance location of the former Guterl Specialty Steel Corporation.

B&W = black and white      EDC = EROS Data Center       FSA = Farm Service Agency      NARA = National Archives and Records Administration     
NAIP = National Aerial Imagery Program       NYDOT = New York Dept. of Transportation      USGS = U.S. Geological Survey

NARA          1938, 06 Sep              B&W vertical aerial photos. Record Group 145.                     
Scale = 1:20,000.

NARA          1942, 23 Apr              B&W vertical aerial photos. Record Group 373.                  
Scale = 1:20,000.

NARA          1951, 13 Oct              B&W vertical aerial photos. Record Group 145.                
Scale = 1:20,000.

FSA              1958, 11 Aug             B&W vertical aerial photos.                                      
Scale = 1:20,000.

EDC             1963, 24 Sept             B&W vertical aerial photos.                   
Scale = 1:20,000.

FSA              1966, 12 Jun              B&W vertical aerial photos.                         
Scale = 1:20,000.

EDC             1972, 13 May             B&W vertical aerial photos.              
Scale = 1:20,000.

FSA              1978, 22 May             B&W vertical aerial photos.
Scale = 1: 20,000.

EDC             1995, 28 Mar              B&W digital orthoquad (DOQ) data; 1 meter resolution.

NYDOT       2000                            B&W vertical aerial photos.
Scale = 1: 6,000. These large scale images have been                   
geo-rectified to the State Plane Coordinate System, but have not 
been reviewed or analyzed for content.

EDC             2008, 19 Oct               Natural color USGS NAIP data; 1 meter resolution.

SOURCE        DATE REMARKS 

GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

September 2009 Final Report

2000 NYDOT Data



Historical Aerial Photographic Study
- IDENTIFICATION OF FEATURES BY SCALE, SHAPE, TONE, PATTERN, ORIENTATION, SHADOW, AND TEXTURE

- CHANGE DETECTION  OF  MAN-MADE OR NATURALLY-OCCURRING FEATURES

- PLACING LOCATIONS OF HISTORICAL FEATURES ON THE CURRENT LANDSCAPE

The Operations Directorate of the US Army Geospatial Center (AGC) was tasked to 
conduct photo interpretation of historical aerial photography over the former Guterl 
Specialty Steel Company in support of the FUSRAP Program.

Overlap between adjacent photographs

Page 7
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Page 8HISTORICAL REVIEW
GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

HISTORICAL SUMMARY

The project site is located about twenty (20) miles northeast of Buffalo, New York and is bordered by State Route 93 to the west, State 
Route 31 to the north, Ohio Street and the Erie Barge Canal to the south and east.

The former Manhattan Engineer District (MED) and Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) used this site for atomic energy and defense 
activities between 1948 and 1955. The first association with the MED occurred in 1942 when this industrial site in Lockport, New York 
produced  iron-boron control rods for the Hanford B Reactor in Hanford, Washington. 

The Guterl Specialty Steel Corporation site, formerly known as the Simonds Saw and Steel Company, performed rolling mill operations on 
uranium metal, and to a much smaller extent, thorium metal, during the period from 1948 to 1956. Uranium and thorium operations were 
performed under two separate contracts. The first contract, AT-30-l-Gen-339, initiated in May of 1948 and in effect until 1952, was 
negotiated with the New York Operations Office of the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC), predecessor to the U.S. Department of Energy 
(DOE). The second contract, number S-4, was a subcontract from the AEC with National Lead of Ohio (NLO), which extended the plant 
activities until 1956. In total, between 25 and 35 million pounds of uranium and approximately 30 to 40 thousand pounds of thorium were 
rolled from 1948 until operations discontinued in 1956. More than 99 percent of the work done under these contracts involved uranium, 
which was rolled on the 16-inch rolling mill. Several small lots of uranium bars were run through the l0-inch rolling mill, and 
approximately 15 to 20 ingots were processed in the hammer forge shop, which was located in Building 3.

After the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission contract operations, the Simonds Lockport, NY facility became known as the Guterl Specialty 
Steel Corporation. The facility, now vacant, lies adjacent to buildings and property owned by Allegheny Ludlum Corporation.



PROCESS  DESCRIPTION *

“An experimental [uranium] run was made at Simonds Saw & Steel on February 24” (AEC 1948a). Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology studies showed satisfactory results and arrangements were made to roll a carload of uranium metal beginning on March 29, 
1948 (AEC 1948b).

Materials for processing arrived, at least in the early years, in boxcars. Crated or palleted ingots or billets were placed in a temporary 
storage area. Just before rolling, workers uncrated the ingots or billets and rigged them for transfer by crane to the weigh station. 
According to a report on rolling procedure in 1951 the billets were initially either 5-1/8-in. in diameter and 15 to 20 in. long or 4-1/4-in.
in diameter and 20 to 22 in. long (Smith 1951). The rolling reduced them to rods of 7/8-in. diameter each weighing approximately 200 
lb. Thus, each turning was approximately 75 to 100 billets.

After weighing, the ingots or billets were transferred into a furnace. A gas combustion furnace was used in the early years and 
occasionally thereafter. About January 1950, a heated lead bath furnace was installed to reduce the airborne radioactivity. The ingots or 
billets were loaded into the lead furnace, which was of a “Ferris wheel” type design for submerging and carrying the charge through
the heated lead bath. It is not known how many billets the furnaces could handle at once, but it is known that each billet was in the 
furnace for about 40 min. The heated ingots or billets were transferred with tongs and a roller table (a table with rollers on top to reduce 
friction and ease heavy material transfers) to the 16-in. mill and rolled in two of its four stands. Depending on size, the bar could have 
been cut at the shears midway in the rolling operation. After rolling, the rods were quenched (either pressure quenched or dipped in a 
tank) and transferred in bundles by crane to the shipping area, where they were placed in tared H-beams, weighed, and loaded into 
railcars from the shipping dock (DOE 1979; Keller 1979). AEC noted that trucks instead of railcars were being used as of August 1950, 
which eliminated daily handling and shoring of the load by shippers (AEC 1950a). The process generated a considerable amount of 
waste evidenced from a 1952 Tonawanda Progress Report (AEC 1952); “Approximately fifty drums of [uranium-contaminated] scrap 
and oxide were received from Simonds at the completion of the January rolling.” 

Page 9HISTORICAL REVIEW
GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

*  Site Profile for Simonds Saw and Steel, 05/31/2005, Oak Ridge Associated Universities, Doc. No. ORAUT-TKBS-0032, 5/18/2005.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

Selected findings from the aerial photographic analysis. 
Locations are shown in the State Plane; FIPS Zone 3103; NAD83 datum; units in feet.

Simonds Saw and 
Steel Company

PERIOD PRIOR TO THE URANIUM AND THORIUM RELATED CONTRACTED 
WORK FOR THE ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

1938
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 1938

SEPTEMBER 1938 – VERTICAL VIEW #1 

September 2009 Final ReportGUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

LOCKPORT, NY

LOCATION DIAGRAM 

SEE INSET A 
(LEFT) 

06 September 1938

Disturbed Ground –
Area also contains 
mounded material.

Scattered 
Ground Scars

FOUR RAIL SPURS 
(A, B, C & D)

A B
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buried)14
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 1938

SEPTEMBER 1938 – VERTICAL VIEW #2 

GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

LOCKPORT, NY

LOCATION DIAGRAM 

SEE INSET A 
(LEFT) 

06 September 1938

9 = Building Number 

INSET A
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Employment Office

O
H

IO
 S

TR
E

E
T

1

2
3

Rail Line

B

C

D

A B C

D
A

D

feet 

0             200

35

24

5

31 30

Storage Buildings

Storage 
Building29

Ice House
22

17

7
20

Laboratories

Plate Mill

Shearing

Power House

Carpenter Shop 
& Storage

Band Mill

Bar Mill

Overhead 
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Oil Barrel Storage 23
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34
Pump 
House

37

FOUR RAIL SPURS 
(A, B, C & D)
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

Selected findings from the aerial photographic analysis. 

Simonds Saw and 
Steel Company

PERIOD PRIOR TO THE URANIUM AND THORIUM RELATED CONTRACTED 
WORK FOR THE ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

1942

Locations are shown in the State Plane; FIPS Zone 3103; NAD83 datum; units in feet.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 1942

APRIL 1942 – VERTICAL VIEW #1 

GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

LOCKPORT, NY

LOCATION DIAGRAM 

SEE INSET A 
(LEFT) 

23 April 1942

INSET A

FOUR RAIL SPURS 
(A, B, C, & D)

A

B

C

Disturbed Ground with 
Mounded Material –

somewhat similar to 1938.
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(enclosed by 
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Coal Pile 
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other OS         
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E
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T
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OS = Open Storage      MM = Mounded Material      9 = Building Number 
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Truck/auto/trailer parking lot              
- this location contained 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 1942

APRIL 1942 – VERTICAL VIEW #2 

GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

LOCKPORT, NY

LOCATION DIAGRAM 

SEE INSET A 
(LEFT) 

23 April 1942
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

Selected findings from the aerial photographic analysis. 

Simonds Saw and 
Steel Company

PERIOD OF URANIUM AND THORIUM RELATED CONTRACTED WORK FOR THE 
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

1951The site was used for 
rolling mill processing of 
large quantities of uranium 
metal and relatively small 
quantities of thorium metal 
during the time period 
1948-1956.

Source: Radiological Survey of the Simonds Saw & 
Steel Company, work performed by Health Physics 
Division, Oak Ridge National Laboratory, Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee, February 1977, Page 13.

Locations are shown in the State Plane; FIPS Zone 3103; NAD83 datum; units in feet.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 1951

OCTOBER 1951 – VERTICAL VIEW #1 

GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

13 October 1951

SEE INSET A 
(LEFT) 

LOCKPORT, NY

LOCATION DIAGRAM 

INSET A

FOUR RAIL SPURS 
(A, B, C & D)

A

B

C

- Disturbed Ground area contains 
Xseparate piles of mounded material (MM).                                    
- This location appears active in 1951.                                                            
- Findings are somewhat similar to both 
X1938 & 1942 findings. 

Ground Scar            
(possible trench) *

MM = Mounded Material      OS = Open Storage     9 = Building Number

RAIL   LINE

Open Storage                   
(rail-served - similar 

to 1938 & 1942 )

OS

Disturbed Ground 
(and piles of MM) *

MM*
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MMMM
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COAL

PILE

* Feature observed for the first time on 
Xvertical aerial photography.
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200,000 gal Fuel Oil Tank                
(enclosed by berm)
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31 30

17
7
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 1951

OCTOBER 1951 – VERTICAL VIEW #2 

GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

13 October 1951

SEE INSET A 
(LEFT) 

LOCKPORT, NY

LOCATION DIAGRAM 

INSET A

FOUR RAIL SPURS 
(A, B, C & D)

47 = Building Number
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

Selected findings from the aerial photographic analysis. 

Simonds Saw and 
Steel Company

URANIUM AND THORIUM RELATED CONTRACTED WORK FOR THE              
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION HAS CEASED*

1958

* Period of Uranium and Thorium related manufacturing at Simonds Saw and Steel Company, Lockport, NY is reportedly known to be 1948 to 1956.

Locations are shown in the State Plane; FIPS Zone 3103; NAD83 datum; units in feet.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 1958
GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

11 August 1958

SEE INSET A 
(LEFT) 

LOCKPORT, NY

LOCATION DIAGRAM INSET A

SEE INSET B 
(NEXT PAGE) 

AUGUST 1958 – VERTICAL VIEW #1 

FOUR RAIL SPURS 
(A, B, C & D)
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INSET B

MM = Mounded Material      OS = Open Storage

OS

- Area continues to show separate 
Xpiles of mounded material (MM).                                    
- This location appears active in 1958.                                                            
- Disturbed ground first observed 
Xhere on 1938 aerial photography). 

MM MM

MM
MM

MM

MM

*  Feature observed for the first time on vertical aerial 
photography. Landfill description derived from multiple sources.

AUGUST 1958 – VERTICAL VIEW #2 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 1958
GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

Cleared Area  
(landfill) *

OS

Open Storage                   
(rail-served - similar 
to previous years )

Ground Scars  
(off property)

23

6 & 8

35

OS 
(possible)

R
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E

WALL

O
H

IO
  S

TR
E

E
T

Note: Rear gate to 
enter/leave 

Simonds Saw and 
Steel Company. 

- Cleared Area 
- This location in 1951 contained 
Xseparate piles of mounded material.                                    
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Note access road
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(enclosed by berm)

- Ground Scars                                 
- These locations in 1951 
Xcontained separate piles 
Xof mounded material.                                    

31
30

COAL
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 1958
GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

11 August 1958

SEE INSET A 
(LEFT) 

LOCKPORT, NY

LOCATION DIAGRAM INSET A AUGUST 1958 – VERTICAL VIEW #3 

FOUR RAIL SPURS 
(A, B, C & D)
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New Building 
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Fuel Oil Tank is 
no longer present             
(was Bldg No. 14).
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Storage Buildings

Storage
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 1958
GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

11 August 1958

SEE INSET A 
(LEFT) 

Findings: Airborne contamination 
study - uranium ingot rolling at 
the 10” and 16” bar mills at 
Simonds Saw & Steel, August 
1954.

1) Floor gratings were removed 
from the entire mill area.

2) 2) Mechanical quencher 
removed and in is stead an 
open unventilated quench 
tank employed to descale 
rods.

Source: National Lead of Ohio 
Rolling Operations at Simonds 
Saw & Steel – August 5-6, 
1954, W.B. Harris, Chief, 
Industrial Hygiene Branch, 
Sept 3, 1954.

10” Rolling Mill (circa 1953) – Buildings 6 & 8

32

North

Red color indicates the locations of uranium and/or 
thorium rolling mill activities or storage. Source: Oak 
Ridge Universities document ORAUT-TKBS-0032, 
05/01/2005.

Source: Site Profile for Simonds Saw and Steel, 05/31/2005, 
Oak Ridge Associated Universities, Doc. No. ORAUT-
TKBS-0032, Figure 3.

Aerial View - August 1958

RAIL 
SPURS

INSET A

AUGUST 1958 – VERTICAL VIEW #4 

35

10” and 16” 
Rolling Bar Mills

24

6 & 8
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 1958
GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

Plan View of the 16” Rolling Mill, Buildings 6 & 8                                                                           
Simonds Saw and Steel Company, Lockport, NY

Source: Radiological Survey of the Simonds Saw & Steel Company, work performed by Health Physics Division, 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, February 1977.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 1958
GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

North

3

Rolling Bar Mill Area – Buildings 6 & 8
Aerial View - August 1958

Source: Site Profile for Simonds Saw and Steel, 05/31/2005, Oak Ridge Associated Universities, Doc. No. 
ORAUT-TKBS-0032,  5/18/2005.

2
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47 = Building Number

47

AUGUST 1958 – VERTICAL VIEW #5 

10” and 16” 
Rolling Bar Mills
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4 & 9
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

Selected findings from the aerial photographic analysis. 

Simonds Saw and 
Steel Company

URANIUM AND THORIUM RELATED CONTRACTED WORK FOR THE              
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION HAS CEASED*

1963

* Period of Uranium and Thorium related manufacturing at Simonds Saw and Steel Company, Lockport, NY is reportedly known to be 1948 to 1955.

Locations are shown in the State Plane; FIPS Zone 3103; NAD83 datum; units in feet.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 1963

SEPTEMBER 1963 – VERTICAL VIEW #1 

GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

LOCKPORT, NY

LOCATION DIAGRAM 

SEE INSET A 
(LEFT) 

24 Sept. 1963

INSET A
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A B C D

SEE INSET B 
(NEXT PAGE) 
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* Rail spurs E and F are observed for the first 
time on available aerial photography.
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A
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(off site)

Pump 
House
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INSET B

RESIDENTIAL HOUSING AREA

Buildings                         
(off property)

Cleared Area                       
(off property)

Areas Contain 
Ground Scars

* Landfill description derived from multiple sources.

Ground Scars  -
landfill area*

Cleared Area                       
(off property)

Note dirt road 
connects ‘landfill’ 

to other private 
property just 

north of Simonds 
Saw and Steel 

Company.

Mounded 
Material  (4 piles)

Note: Rear gate to 
enter/leave Simonds 

Saw and Steel Company 
remains in place. 

FENCE

Area Contains Ground Scars

R
A

IL
   

LI
N

E

O
H

IO
  S

TR
E

E
T

1,152,237 N  1,113,094 E

1,151,845 N  1,113,818 E

1,151,727 N  
1,113,502 E

Mounded 
Material

Structure/Small Bldg

Cleared Area               
(possible structure in 

center of area)

1,151,557 N  
1,114,558 E

1,151,763 N  
1,114,272 E

31 301,152,030 N  
1,113,182 E

Mounded 
Material -

landfill area*
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 1963

GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

September 2009 Final Report

SEPTEMBER 1963 – VERTICAL VIEW #2 

Cleared Area



A

B

C

D

SEE INSET A

INSET A
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 1963
GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

SEPTEMBER 1963 – VERTICAL VIEW #3 

Open Storage                   
(rail-served - similar 
to previous years; 

no coal pile present 
in 1963 )

OS = Open Storage       48 = Building Number

OS

3

5

47

37

24

48

BLDGS

OS

SIX RAIL SPURS  
(A, B, C, D, E*, & F*)E     F

* Rail spurs E and F are observed for the first 
time on available aerial photography.

O
H

IO
  S

TR
E

E
T

E     F
A

B

C

D

D

1,151,580 N  
1,113,786 E

1,151,445 N  1,114,070 E

35

Vehicle 
Parking Area

200,000 gal Fuel Oil Tank               
(enclosed by berm)

31
30

31 30

New 
building or 
structure

6 & 8

4 & 9
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 1963

SEPTEMBER 1963 – VERTICAL VIEW #4 

GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

LOCKPORT, NY

LOCATION DIAGRAM 

SEE INSET A 
(LEFT) 

24 Sept. 1963

1

2

3

5

47
48

35

14 37

24

New building 
sections

A

B

C D

New building 
section

Building

Rail Line

SIX RAIL SPURS  
(A, B, C, D, E*, & F*)

* Rail spurs E and F are observed for the 
first time on available aerial photography.

E     F

E     F

A

B C
D

D

17
7

Vehicle 
Parking Area

31
30

Storage Buildings

Storage

29

Building

6 & 8

4 & 9
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

Selected findings from the aerial photographic analysis. 

Simonds Saw and 
Steel Company 
(Division of 
Wallace-Murray 
Company)

URANIUM AND THORIUM RELATED CONTRACTED WORK FOR THE              
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION HAS CEASED*

1966

* Period of Uranium and Thorium related manufacturing at Simonds Saw and Steel Company, Lockport, NY is reportedly known to be 1948 to 1955.

Locations are shown in the State Plane; FIPS Zone 3103; NAD83 datum; units in feet.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 1966
GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

12 June 1966

SEE INSET A 
(LEFT) 

JUNE 1966 – VERTICAL VIEW #1 

LOCKPORT, NY

LOCATION DIAGRAM 

*  Landfill description derived from multiple sources.

Landfill Area has grown in size.                                       
[red polygon indicates a pile of 

mounded material located within 
the landfill area].*

MINING AREA 
(off site)

Note new arrangement of rail line spurs.

New rail lines: A’, B’, & C’.

B’ C’

24

INSET A Cleared Area                       
(off property)

A’

C’

14

47

37

35

2

1
3

5

Open Storage                   
(rail-served - now 

organized storage )

O
H

IO
  S

TR
E

E
T

B’E     F

Rail spurs E & F 
remain in place.

1,151,994 N  1,113,092 E
Mounded Material

1,152,369 N  
1,112,779 E

17
7

1,151,711 N  1,113,524 E
Mounded Material

DG

48 = Building Number     DG = Disturbed Ground

Wide area of 
ground scars.

DG

Scattered Ground Scars
Cleared Area with 
possible structure 
(similar to 1963)

Rail Line

48

Building

6 & 8

4 & 9

September 2009 Final Report

1,152,237 N  1,113,094 E
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 1966
GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

JUNE 1966 – VERTICAL VIEW #2 

LOCKPORT, NY

LOCATION DIAGRAM 

12 June 1966

SEE INSET A 
(LEFT) 

INSET A

24

14

47

37

35

2

1
3

38

O
H

IO
  S

TR
E

E
T

New building 
section

Building enlarged

New building 
section

Buildings 30 and 31                       
(covered storage) formerly 

adjacent to the outer rail line  
(Rail Spur D) are now gone.  

5

Storage

29

Rail Line

48

48 = Building Number

17

7

Building

6 & 8

4 & 9
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VERTICAL VIEWS COMPARED – 1963 & 1966
GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

RAIL LINES – NEW ALIGNMENT
19661963

Selected ground locations (1963 & 1966 comparison):

O
H

IO
  S

TR
E

E
T

O
H

IO
  S

TR
E

E
T

Note new arrangement of rail line spurs.

New rail lines: A’, B’ (spur), & C’ (spur).

A’
C’

B’

E     F

A

A

B
C

D

E     F

24

14

37

35

2

1

38

3

5

37

47

24

14

35

2

1

3

5

37

47

RAIL LINE RAIL LINE

31
30

47 = Building Number

6 & 8

4 & 9

6 & 8

4 & 9
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

Selected findings from the aerial photographic analysis. 

URANIUM AND THORIUM RELATED CONTRACTED WORK FOR THE              
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION HAS CEASED*

1972

* Period of Uranium and Thorium related manufacturing at Simonds Saw and Steel Company, Lockport, NY is reportedly known to be 1948 to 1955.

Simonds Saw and 
Steel Company 
(Division of 
Wallace-Murray 
Company)

Locations are shown in the State Plane; FIPS Zone 3103; NAD83 datum; units in feet.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 1972
GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

13 May 1972

SEE INSET A 
(LEFT) 

MAY 1972 – VERTICAL VIEW #1 

LOCKPORT, NY

LOCATION DIAGRAM 

INSET A

B’

A’
C’Landfill 

Area 
shows 

continued 
growth in 

areal 
extent.                                       

SEE INSET C 
(NEXT PAGE) 

24

14

35

2

1

38

3

37

SEE INSET B 
(LOWER LEFT) 

Rail spurs E and F 
have been 

dismantled.

5

Open Storage                   
(rail-served -

organized storage )

INSET B

24

Open Storage 
Areas

Rail Line

17

7
Building

September 2009 Final Report

6 & 8

4 & 9
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 1972
GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

MAY 1972 – VERTICAL VIEW #2 

Landfill has grown in size 
from its last observance 

in 1966.                                       
[red polygons indicate 

the most elevated 
(mounded material) 

sections of the landfill].

Scattered 
Ground Scars                                       

Oval-shaped Pit 
(water-filled)                                       

Pit or other 
type of 

excavation 
(water-filled)                                       

24

38

37

INSET C

1,152,046 N  
1,112,719 E

1,151,474 N  
1,112,902 E

1,152,153 N  
1,113,179 E

1,151,806 N  1,113,579 E

1,151,711 N  
1,113,174 E

1,151,883 N  
1,113,072 E

Main access 
road to landfill.

Scattered 
Material                                       

PRIVATE PROPERTY NORTH OF 
THE INDUSTRIAL PLANT
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 1972
GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

INSET A

MAY 1972 – VERTICAL VIEW #3 

13 May 1972

SEE INSET A 
(LEFT) 

LOCKPORT, NY

LOCATION DIAGRAM 

24

14

47

37

35

2

1
3

48

38

Rail Cars 

B’

A’
C’

Rail lines: A’, B’ (spur), & C’ (spur).

* Observed for the first time on available aerial photography.

New Road *

Rail Line

RESIDENTIAL HOUSING AREA

17
7Building
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

Selected findings from the aerial photographic analysis. 

URANIUM AND THORIUM RELATED CONTRACTED WORK FOR THE              
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION HAS CEASED*

1978

* Period of Uranium and Thorium related manufacturing at Simonds Saw and Steel Company, Lockport, NY is reportedly known to be 1948 to 1955.

Simonds Saw and 
Steel Company 
(Division of 
Wallace-Murray 
Company)

Locations are shown in the State Plane; FIPS Zone 3103; NAD83 datum; units in feet.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 1978
GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

22 May 1978

SEE INSET A 
(LEFT) 

LOCKPORT, NY

LOCATION DIAGRAM 

INSET A

24

14

35

2

1

38

3

37

47

Landfill Area 
continues to grow 

in overall size.

B’

A’
C’

Rail lines: A’, B’ (spur), & C’ (spur).

SEE INSET B 
(NEXT PAGE) 

New Road *

Storage

29

Ground Scars

Rail Line

Open Storage                   
(rail-served -

organized storage )

MAY 1978 – VERTICAL VIEW #1 

PRIVATE PROPERTY NORTH OF 
THE INDUSTRIAL PLANT

17

7Building

September 2009 Final Report

5

6 & 8

4 & 9



Page 41

PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 1978
GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

INSET B

Landfill has grown in 
size from its last 

observance in 1972.                                       
[red polygons indicate 

the most elevated 
(mounded material) 

sections of the landfill].

24
38

37

B’

A’ C’

Rail lines: A’, B’ (spur), & C’ (spur).

MAY 1978 – VERTICAL VIEW #2 

1,152,184 N  
1,112, 623 E

1,151,872 N  
1,112,815 E

1,151,599 N  
1,112,848 E

1,151,733 N  
1,113,162 E

1,151,972 N  
1,113,078 E

1,152,129 N  
1,113,184 E

1,151,496 N  
1,113,082 E

New Road

Main access 
road to landfill.

Access road

Ground 
Scar

September 2009 Final Report
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 1978
GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

22 May 1978

SEE INSET A 
(LEFT) 

LOCKPORT, NY

LOCATION DIAGRAM 

INSET A
MAY 1978 – VERTICAL VIEW #3 

B’

A’

C’

24

14

35

2

1

38

3

37

47

There are no major changes to 
buildings identified within the project 
area (in comparison to 1972) .

New Road

Rail Line

PRIVATE PROPERTY NORTH OF 
THE INDUSTRIAL PLANT

48 = Building Number

48

RESIDENTIAL HOUSING AREA

17

7Building
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

Selected findings from the aerial photographic analysis. 

Former Guterl 
Specialty Steel 
Corporation

URANIUM AND THORIUM RELATED CONTRACTED WORK FOR THE              
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION HAS CEASED*

1995

* Period of Uranium and Thorium related manufacturing at Simonds Saw and Steel Company, Lockport, NY is reportedly known to be 1948 to 1955.

Locations are shown in the State Plane; FIPS Zone 3103; NAD83 datum; units in feet.

By 1983, the steel plant 
ceased operations and 
terminated its workforce.
Source: History of the Simonds Site, 
WNY Nuclear Home.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 1995
GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

28 March 1995

SEE INSET A 
(LEFT) 

LOCKPORT, NY

LOCATION DIAGRAM 

INSET A

MARCH 1995 – VERTICAL VIEW  

Landfill appears 
to be no longer 

active.

GSs adjacent to 
the landfill

STATE 
ROUTE 

93

All rail lines appear to be 
dismantled.

*

* Observed for the first time on available aerial photography.

24

14

35

2
1

38

3

37

47
1,151,541 N  
1,112,578 E

1,151,409 N  
1,113,103 E

1,152,232 N  
1,113,216 E

USGS Digital Orthoquad (DOQ) Data

48 = Building Number     GSs = Ground Scars

GSs

48
17

7Building
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

Selected findings from the aerial photographic analysis. 

Former Guterl 
Specialty Steel 
Corporation

URANIUM AND THORIUM RELATED CONTRACTED WORK FOR THE              
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION HAS CEASED*

2008

* Period of Uranium and Thorium related manufacturing at Simonds Saw and Steel Company, Lockport, NY is reportedly known to be 1948 to 1955.

Locations are shown in the State Plane; FIPS Zone 3103; NAD83 datum; units in feet.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 2008
GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

19 October 2008

SEE INSET A 
(LEFT) 

LOCKPORT, NY

LOCATION DIAGRAM 

INSET A

October 2008 – VERTICAL VIEW  

STATE 
ROUTE 

93

14

37 35

38

3

47

24

17

7

Scattered Ground 
Scars, Vehicle Tracks, 
& Patches of Bare Soil           
(former landfill area)

Patches of Bare Soil 
adjacent to the landfill

Scattered Ground Scars 
and Patches of Bare Soil

48

48 = Building Number

1

2

3

Building

September 2009 Final Report
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6 & 8
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3-D Aerial Images
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3-dimensional (3-D) aerial images created from selected historical aerial photographs.

APPENDIX A

To obtain the 3-D effect, images must be viewed with red/blue lens stereo glasses.

GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY September 2009 Final Report



Page 48

APPENDIX A
GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

3-D VIEWS OF AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY DATED 13 OCTOBER 1951

37 = Building Number 

31

30

29

35

2

24

37

5 6 & 8
4 & 9

3

1

7 17
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37 = Building Number 

OHIO  STREET

31

30

29

35

2

24

37

5 

3

1

7
17

New No. 14

47
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APPENDIX A
GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

3-D VIEWS OF AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY DATED 11 AUGUST 1958

September 2009 Final Report
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APPENDIX A

3-D VIEWS OF AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY DATED 24 SEPTEMBER 1963

GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY

31

30

29 35

2

24

37

37 = Building Number 

OHIO  STREET
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GLOSSARY

ACCESS ROAD – A paved or unpaved surface that leads to a specific destination.

BERM – A man-made ridge or embankment, constructed of natural or man-made materials. Often used to prevent the 
movement of materials, usually liquids. 

BUILDING – A relatively permanent, usually box-like and roofed, man-made structure.

CLEARED AREA – A section of land from which man has removed the trees, shrubs, or natural vegetative cover.

DISTURBED GROUND – A rough ground surface which has been cleared, overturned, dug up, filled and/or changed from 
the immediate environs in some manner for an unknown purpose.

GROUND SCAR - A surface, vegetated or unvegetated, where marks from a previous activity or feature, or from a 
subterranean feature are visible. Ground scars can result from many things and therefore vary greatly in 
appearance.

LANDFILL – A land disposal site, usually for solid waste.

MATERIAL – A substance (usually non-liquid) placed, bulldozed, graded, mixed, spread, etc. over an area.

MOUNDED MATERIAL – A substance, usually non-liquid, which has been placed in piles.

OPEN STORAGE – An open-air, outdoor area for storage of materials, supplies, vehicles, and/or equipment. May or may 
not be enclosed by a fence.

PIT – A relatively deep, steep-sided hole in the ground surface.

GUTERL SPECIALTY STEEL CORPORATION, NY September 2009 Final Report
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION

• National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Cartographic Branch, College Park, Maryland.

• New York State Department of Transportation.

• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District, Buffalo, New York.

• U.S. Army Geospatial Agency (AGC), Geospatial Information Library and AGC Imagery Office (AIO), Alexandria, Virginia.

• USDA, EROS Data Center, Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

• USDA, Farm Service Agency, Salt Lake City, Utah. 
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